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Why Color Gradations?

Color gradation in art is defined as a visual technique of gradually transitioning
from one color hue to another, from one shade to another, or even one texture to
another. However, choosing the perfect hues of color can be tricky! In the first
example below using a solid color background fabric, the gradation from lightest to
darkest lends great drama and contrast. In the second example we see a softer,
gentler illustration of color when both background and geese are represented in
gradations of color light to dark.

Color gradations can lend drama to the simplest of quilt
desians

To generate the subtlety of color shown, we need to create our own color palettes.
In Quilt-Pro this is equal parts easy and fun! While Quilt-Pro has 256 individual
color slots in each color palette, you’re unlimited to the number of palettes you can
create. The Color Gradations tools make creating these palettes a quick, simple
process. Using Color Gradations, you simply choose your beginning and ending
colors and let Quilt-Pro’s magic fill in the gaps.
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You can grade colors from white to any color, from any
color to black, and from one color to a completely
different one.
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First, let’s create a color palette.

¢ It’s important that the Color Palette be visible and set as floating. If the color
palette is not already open on the screen select Window, then Color Palette.

¢ Right click on the palette and select Floating Palette.

¢ Right click on the color palette and select New Palette from the menu. Quilt-Pro
will open a blank palette to customize.

i Pro Tip: The

1 Floating Palette
| setting is most

! convenient
1
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1
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i ¢ Right click on the new empty color palette and select Edit Color.
g -

with color e Close the original color palette.

editing.

Editing Gradations < & .\Palettes\Color\Brand ... == m] X
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Open Palette E
Open Recent Palettes >
Save Palette
Reset
il _| Close Palette
Reset Al | Set As Startup Palette
255 255
¢ RGB (" HSL Red Green Blue Load Standard Palette
The color highlighted with a white box in the palette at the bottom is the you're currently editing. You A Edit Color b_
can change the color by clicking on the color rainbow on the left. Or you may move the scroll bars
v v Floating Palette  “Cmm—
v Hide All Color Palettes
et
Save Palette Save Palette As Help 0K Cancel

The blank color palette is now ready to fill with new custom colors.
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Creating custom color gradations

Click on any empty “cell” in the Color Editor. Note they are all reflected as white
as no color palette has been defined as yet. There are 256 possible choices to be
made! In order to create this custom color palette, it is necessary to populate the
cells in the Color Editor.

e Click on the first empty “cell” or #1 in the Color Editor. Quilt-Pro assigns this
as position “0” in the palette. This cell will be the starting point for the defined
range of color.

e Click on the Gradations Tab in the Color Editor.

e Click on the top Select Color button. This is the process of defining the
beginning color in the gradation of color to come.

e Click on the Editing tab.

e Choose a color from the spectrum found in the Color Mixer area. Those colors
found near the top border are lighter, while colors found near the bottom border are
darker and more saturated. For this exercise, just choose any color by placing the
cursor above it and clicking.

Celor Edit >

Editing Gradations

[TTTTTTT T T om oo j ﬂ ﬂ Color

Pro Tip: Fine tune the

color selection by adjusting ﬁ
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[149 |228 105
# RGB " HSL Red Green Blue

[The color highlighted with & white box in the palette at the battam is the pou're curently editing. You

can change the colar by clicking on the color rainbow on the left. Or pou may move the scroll bars
W

Save Palette Save Palette Az Help ‘ (] 8 | Cancel

Color #1 is now defined.
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e Click on the Gradations Tab

e Click on color cell #1 in the empty palette. Quilt-Pro has assigned this color as
position “0” in the new palette. Also, note the color chosen now populates the
starting color field.

Color Edit X

Editing Gradations

Select Color Starting Color

R=149, G=223, B=144
H=82, 5=140, L=183
Position 0 in the palette

Edit Color

Select Colar Ending Calor

Click on a colorin the palette below to choose a color

i

To do a gradation, click on the first color in the palette pou want to be the starting pozition in the ~
palette. Then click on the second color where you want the gradation to end. 'ou may change

Save Palette Save Palette Az Help QK Cancel

Note: The color chosen now populates the starting
color field.

i Pro Tip: Choose a small ' . .
1 span of cells for graded ' e Clickon Edltmg tab.
colors. The shorter the . e Click on an empty color cell in the palette 8-10 spaces away from the starting

span, the greater the .-
variance between colors. color position.

————————————————————— e Pick a color that represents the end of the spectrum of colors to grade.
b
File Edit Window Help
Color Edit X
Editing (Gradations
ﬂ j j Color
Fmmmmmmmmmm - - 1 I 10
' Pro Tip: Fine tune the |
I color selection by adjusting ' -
i the sliding RGB (or HSL) ! [
| tabs. I Reset
et ' I R
— _Reseta |
# RGB ( HSL R=124G=1268-225 Red Green Blue

[The calor highlighted with a white b in the palette at the bottom i the: you're cumently editing Tou A
can change the color by clicking on the color rainbaw on the left. Or you may move the scroll bars

Save Palette Save Palette Az Help | [n]:8 Cancel
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Note: The color chosen now populates the starting color field.
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e Click gradation

e Click Select Color

e Click the cell the same number of spaces away from the starting color. This color
will now populate the ending color position.

Color Edit >
Editing Gradations
Select Colar Starting Color
. R=14%, G=223, B=144
. H=82, 5=140, L=183
Position 0 in the palette
Select Color Ending Calor
R=38 G=178, B=243
_EdtColor_| H=140, 5=228, L=140
Position 8 in the palette
Seleel s There are 8 steps between the colars

Mo do a gradation, click on the first color in the palette you want b be the starting position in the M
palette. Then click on the second caolor where you want the gradation to end. v'ou may change

Save Palette Save Palette Az Help | ] | Cancel

Color Editor showing the starting and ending
colors. All that’s left is grading them!
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Grading the Colors
e Click the Grade Colors button
e Click OK.

e The new Color Palette will populate with the colors you’ve chosen.

Pro Tip: Create additional
small colorways of graded
color within the same
palette by choosing new
sets of cells.

Color Edit
Editing Gradations

Select Color

Edit Color

Select Color

Edit Color

Grade Colors

LEE

Starting Color

R=149, G=223, B=144
H=82, 5=140, L=183
Position 0in the palette

Ending Color

R=38, G=178, B=243
H=140, 5=228, L=140
Posttion 8 in the palette

There are 8 steps between the colors

To do a gradation, click on the first color in the palette you want to be the starting position in the A
palette. Then click an the second caolar where you want the gradation to end. You may change

L4

Save Palette | Save Palette Az

Help

oK

Cancel

Magically, Quilt-Pro has graded the colors between the starting and
ending colors you chose.

Color Edit *
Editing Gradations
Select Color Starting Color
R=232, G=219, B=223
e H=222, 5=56, L=225
Position 128 in the palette
Select Color Ending Color
R=86, G=83, B=106
_Edt Coor_| H=175, 5=31, L=94
Position 136 in the palette
Grade ks There are 8 steps between the colors
To do a gradation, click on the first color in the palette you want to be the starting position in the -
palette. Then click on the second color where you want the gradation to end. Y'ou may change
v
LIl
Save Palette Save Palette Az Help 0K Cancel

UILT
-PRO,
B u



Creating Gradated Color Palettes in Quilt-Pro 6 @9"‘1. 5
-PRO,

Y Aag W

Create as many unique spans of color as needed!
Savmg Unlque Color Palettes

After creating this unique and personal palette, it may be necessary to save it for
future use.

¢ Right click on the new Color Palette.
e Choose Save Palette.

@ Save Color Palatte

4 L= Quilt-Pro » Palettes » Color v B Search Color

Organize »  Mew folder

A Hame Date modified Type

v [ This AC

70 Obiects Hoiterns match your search.

B Deskaop

[ Dacurnents

& Downloads

B Music

Fictures

v €

File name: | [EEMEI RN TN RIRE,
Save as type: | Palettes( pal)

. Hide Folders

This palette has now been saved in a Quilt-Pro specific folder titled
“color”. It will be easily accessible at any other time!
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If you have any questions about this lesson, please contact Tech Support here.


http://www.quiltpro.com/tech/contact.php

